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General Wrangel, who gave the order that nobody should be
permitted to enter, but anybody might leave the building. On
November 11 the civil guard of Berlin was dissolved and
in a  few days disarmed.  The Assembly moved from one
place to another, constantly followed by the soldiery, until
finally on November 15, at  its  last meeting,  it refused to
vote the supplies, and declared " that  this   ministry had no
right to dispose of the moneys of the state or to levy taxes, so
long as the Constituent Assembly could not undisturbed con-
tinue its deliberations in Berlin." These  events  called  forth
immense excitement all over  the  country. They seemed to
prove that the reactionary court-parties  were  determined to
sweep away by force all the fruits of the revolution.

That the Constituent Assembly in opposing the " coup
d'etat" was altogether within its right, admitted of no doubt
in the minds of the democrats. They blamed it only for not
having made the fullest use of its right by calling the people
directly to arms, and for having at this moment of great deci-
sion limited itself to the weak-kneed policy of *' passive resist-
ance." But they thought that this passive resistance by means
of a general refusal to pay taxes might finally force the gov-
ernment to yield, assuming that the refusal to  pay taxes
would become   general  and be  maintained with  inflexible

steadiness.

The democrats in Bonn, among whom we students played
a prominent part, were zealous in demonstrating their deter-
mination to support the Constituent Assembly. The declaration
that we would refuse the payment of taxes coming from the
students looked somewhat like a huge joke, because we had none
to pay. The problem we had to solve, therefore, consisted in
persuading other people to refuse to pay their taxes. We be-
lieved we could strike a demonstrative blow by stopping the
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